TEACHING SERIES: Right Thinking About God

TEACHING #3: A DIVINE PARADOX
DATE: January 28,2007
INTRODUCTION :

Define: Paradox- a seemingcontradiction; Transcendent- above,beyondreach; Immanent - with & within

Makeme a captive Lord, and then I shallbe firee.
Forceme to surrender my sword, and I shall conquerorbe.
I cannot freely move, ‘til You have fashionedmy chain,
Enslave me with Your matchlesslove, and deathlessl shallreign
My willis not my own ‘tilThou hastmadeit Thine
If I wouldreach a monarch’sthrone, I mustmy crown_resign

L WHAT DO WE MEAN WHEN WE SAY GOD IS TRANSCENDENT?
A. We don’tmean:
1. Hislocation~
2. He’s a supeman ~
3. He is distantfromus ~
B. We do mean:
1. He s totallyOtherin being
2. Qualityof Histhoughts& motives~ Isa 55:8-9
3. Scopeof Hisknowledge~ Ps 1396
4. HisDivine Justice~ Gen. 18:25
5. Hisperfectgoodness,purity,holiness~ Isa 6:15
6. Transcendentin all His Ways ~ II Tim 6:16
II. THE MEANING OF GOD’S IMMANENCE and OMNIPRESENCE
A. Facets of the same diamond ~
1. Omnipresence~ presentwith...
2. Immanence~ presentwithin...
B. Paradox >yes; contradiction>no ~ Acts 17:24, 28
1. Transcendent= absolutequalityof His Being
2. Immanence = relationshipo His creation
C. Omnipresence~ Acts 17:27; Psalm139:7-10

I11. OUR RESPONSE TO THE DIVINE PARADOX
Acknowledge Someone higher thanus in every way ~ Isa14:12-14;Gen 3:4-5;Col 2:2-3
Our comfort & security ~ Matt. 28:20;John 14: 20;Isa57:15; Jer23:23-24

A God without limitsworks through ‘naturalmeans’ & through supernaturalmeans/miracles
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Worship:the missingcrown jewel ~John14; Ps 42:1

CONCLUSION: Believeit all ~ Heb 11:6; Gen 15:1



